The Obligation Upon Everyone to Make Salah Reciting Surat Al-Fatihah
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By Abul Layth ibn ‘Ata’

From ‘Ubadah ibn As-Samit (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) that the Nabi (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa
Sallam) said:
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“There 1s no Salah for the one who does not recite the opening of the book.”

This hadith was reported by Ahmad (5/314), Bukhari (756) in the chapter he labeled,
“Recitation of the Qur’an is wajib for the Imam and the follower (ma 'mum) in all of the
Salawat — whether traveling or at home or whether or aloud or silent”, Muslim (34/394),
Abii Dawid 822, Tirmitht 311, Nasa’1 910, Ibn Majah 837. Ad-Daraqutni said, “Its chain
is Sahth.”

In a different wording,
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“The Salah for the man who does not recite the opening of the book is incomplete.”

Ibn al Qattan declared the report of Ad-Daraqutni Sahth (as well as Imam Ad-Daraqutni :

T 2liu)). Nearly the same wording was also reported from the Nabi (Sallallahu
‘alayhi wa Sallam) by the Sahabt Abta Hurayrah in Marfu’ form as follows:
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Muhammad ibn Yahya informed us from Wahb ibn Jarir who informed us from Shu’bah
who informed us from Al-‘Ala’a ibn Abdur-Rahman from his father from Abi Hurayrah
saying that the Nabi (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa Sallam) said, “The Salah of the one who does
not recite the opening of the book is incomplete.” So I said, ‘Even if your behind the
Imam?’ So he took me by the hand and said, ‘Recite it to yourself oh Farist!’

This is the report as it is in Ibn Khuzaymah’s Sahth (490). Ibn Hibban in his Sahth (1789)
and by Al-Hakim in his Mustadarak stating, “It is Sahth and there is no defect within it.”
Imam Adh-Dhahabt agreed in his Talkhis of the Mustadarak [1/239].

Also from Abt Qatadah in the Sunan of Abt Dawid and An-Nasa’1. It is also reported
from Abdullah ibn ‘Amri in the Sunan of Ibn Majah (831) and it states in Az-Zawa’id,
‘It is Hasan.’

Ibn Majah reports from Abi-Darda’ the following;
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It was asked, ‘Does one recite while the Imam is reciting?’ I said, “The Nabi (Sallallahu
'alayhi wa Sallam) was asked ‘in every salah do we recite?’ Rasiilullah (Sallallahu 'alayhi

wa Sallam) said ‘Na’am (yes)!’ It states in Az-Zawa’id, “Al-Mizzi stated, ‘It is mawqaf’.
Then the Shaykh states, ‘This isnad is Sahth and its men are thigat.””

A review of this chain:



Mu’awiyah ibn Yahya Ad-Dimashgi. This is most likely Mu’awiyah ibn Yahya As-
Sadafi. If this is the case, then he has been declared dha’if by Imam Ibn Hajr, except that
he mentioned, “And what he narrates from Ash-Sham is better (ahsan) than what he
reports from Ar-Ra’y.” This was the verdict of Abu-Zur’ah as well when he said, “He is
not strong in his hadith due to them being munkar in whatever he reports from the
[people] of Ra’y. As for what he reports from the people of Sham (greater Syria), then
there status is better (ahsan).” The next narrator, Ynus ibn Maysarah ibn Halbas is from
Sham. Ibn Hajr in his Tahthib states, “From Damascus.” Al-‘[jI1 states, “Thiqah (highly
trustworthy), from Sham! Yiinus ibn Maysarah ibn Halbas. Ibn Hajr states in his Taqrib,
“Thigatun (highly trustworthy) ‘Abid (a devout worshipper)!” [See 7916 of Tahrir At-
Taqrib of Hafith Shu’ayb Al-Arna’ait] So based upon this condition, this hadith is
acceptable. Ylinus ibn Maysarah reports this from Abi Idris Al-Khawlani, who is ‘A’idh-
Allah ibn Abdullah, Abt Idris Al-Khawlani, born in the lifetime of the Nabi (Sallallahu
‘alayhi wa Sallam) on the day of Hunayn. He heard from the Kibar (major scholars) of the
Sahabah. Sa’1d ibn Abdul-*Aziz said of him, “He was the ‘Alim of Sham after Abid-
Darda’ (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu)! Al-‘jli said, “Dimashqi, Tabi’1, thigah!” Ibn Sa’ad, Ibn
Ma’in, An-Nasa’1 all stated his was thiqah as well. This hadith is Hasan.

These authentic narrations prove that one is obligated to recite Surat Al-Fatihah in every
Salah. Excluding the recitation of it will lead to nullification. This is the established
opinion of Imam Ash-Shafi’1, Malik and the majority of the scholars from the Sahabah
and Tabi’1n.

The real issue of ikhtilaf (disagreement) revolves around whether or not the Ma’miim
(the follower in Salah) is obligated to recite Fatihah or not. The Shafi’T’s maintain that it
iS a necessary condition of Salah to recite the Surah, even behind an Imam whether in a
prayer said or silently. The Hanbalis, Malikis, Is-haq ibn Rahuwayh and others maintain
that recitation behind an Imam is only necessary in the silent prayers. The Hanafis assert
that the Imam’s recitation is sufficient for the followers.

Within the rest of this essay I will discuss the Shafi’1 opinion that deems recitation of the
follower obligatory in all Salawat. It is the only existent madh-hab that maintains such an
opinion. The major proofs for the opinion I shall present in the following. The proofs for
their opinion include the generality of the previous mentioned proofs as well as khas
(specific) proofs that we will soon mention insha’ Allah.

Proof 1:
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From ‘Ubadah ibn Samit (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) who said that the Nabi (Sallallahu
'alayhi wa Sallam) said, “I see that you recite behind your Imam!” He continued by then
stating, “Do not do that except with Umm Al-Qur’an (i.e. Fatihah), for there is no Salah
for the one who does not recite it.” This hadith was reported by At-Tirmitht and Abu
Dawiid. At-Tirmithi stated that the hadith was “Hasan”. Shaykh Shu’ayb Al-Arna’ut
agrees with this ruling in his review of the Musnad of Imam Ahmad.

A review of this chain:

One of the criticisms forwarded by the opponents of reciting behind the Imam is that
Muhammad ibn Is-haq has been criticized for Tadlis and in this report, recorded by Imam
At-Tirmithi, he uses the vague form of reporting ‘an’ (i.e. from — not mentioning if he
specifically ‘heard’ it.) However, ‘Abdah ibn Sulayman is not the only one who reports
this from Muhammad ibn Is-haq from (‘an — vague form of reporting) Mak-htl. Imam
Az-Zayla’1 says in his Nasb Ar-Rayah,
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“And it is reported by Ibrahim ibn Sa’ad from Muhammad ibn Is-haq and he mentioned
that he heard it from Is-haq from Mak-hl. So this hadith comes to be Mawstil
(connected) Sahih (authentic).” [end quote]

In the Sunan of Imam Al-Bayhaqi and the Sunan of Ad-Daraqutni we find the from
Ibrahim ibn Sa’ad from Muhammad ibn Is-haq saying, “Haddathani Mak-hal” (Mak-hiil
narrated to me). Thus the criticism of tadlis has been removed from this chain.

Regarding Muhammad ibn Is-haq ibn Yasar, he is nicknamed Abt Bakr Al-Muttalibi.
Imam Badr-ud-Din Al-‘Ayni states in his Sharh of Sahih Al-Bukhari,

“Ibn Is-haq if from the (kibar) Major highly trustworthy (scholars) (ath-thigat)
according to the majority.”

Ibn Al Humam states in his Fat-h Al Qadir,

“As for Ibn Is-haq, then he is thigatun thigatun, there is no doubt about him with
us regarding that. And there is no (doubt) with the researching hadith masters.”

Imam Al-‘Ijlt stated, “Thiqah, from medinah.” Ash-Shu’bah stated, “He is Amir Al-
Mu’minin (leader of the believers) in Hadith.” Al-Hakim reports from Al-Bishinji that he
said, “He is to us thiqah thiqah (stating this twice).” Ibn Hajr says about him in his
Taqrib, “Sadiiq Yudallis (honest, makes tadlis).” In At-Tahrir of Hafith Shu’ayb Al-



Arna’ut he states, “Rather he is thigah (highly trustworthy) and honest. He was declared
thigah by Ibn Ma’in, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, ‘Al1 ibn Al-Madini, and
other than them. He was praised by the numerous entities from the ‘Ulama’, from them;
Az-Zuhr and ‘Asim ibn ‘Umar ibn Qatadah. And those people who spoke about him [out
of criticism] were speaking about him due to his aqa’id (beliefs)...”. [At-Tahrir At-
Taqrib Vol. 3 page 212]

He was criticized for having issues in Qadr and having signs of shi’ism. These two things
have nothing to do with his precision in reporting, as was mentioned by many of the
Huffath, and a point of Hafith Shu’ayb uses to defend him in his tahrir. Ibn Hajr Al-
‘Aqalani defends him in his work ‘Al-Qawl Al-Musaddad’ saying,

“Regarding what was attributed to him, meaning by Ibn Al-Jawzi, upon
Muhammad ibn Is-haq, then there is no worth in it. For the Imams have accepted
his hadith. And there is many defects in his reports regarding Tadlis and reporting
from Majhiilin (unknown individuals). He is, in himself, honest and a proof
regarding the Maghazi (wars) according to the majority of scholars.”

Muhammad ibn Is-haq reports this from the well known trustworthy Imam, Mak-htl
Ash-Shami. The majority of the ‘Ulama’ declare him thigah and praise his strength in
figh, calling him an Imam of Sham. [See Tahthib at-Tahthib of Ibn Hajr] Mak-hiil reports
this from Mahmid ibn Ar-Rabi” who was a minor Sahabi according to Ibn Hajr in his
Taqrib.

Proof 2:

In another wording the narration states,
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“Do not recite anything of the Qur’an while I am reciting aloud, except Umm Al-
Qur’an.” This wording is reported by Abti Dawtid, An-Nasa’1 and Ad-Daraqutni who
stated, “This chain is hasan and all of the reporters are thigat (trustworthy).” [Sunan
12:1/319]

A Review of this Chain:

The opponents of the Shafi’T madh-hab (including the recent Al-Albani) argue that this
hadith is dha’if because Nafi’ ibn Mahmiid is majhtl (unknown). However, Ibn Hibban
mentions him in his masterpiece “Ath-Thiqat (the trustworthy ones)”. The Shafi’t
scholars respond by saying that Nafi’ ibn Mahmad, if Majhil, has his jahalah (being



unknown) lifted from him because multiple thigah (highly trustworthy) reporters report
from him.

Those who report this hadith from him are:
1) Haram ibn Hakam:
Imam Al-Bayhaqt reports in his Sunan Al Kubra the following,
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Imam An-Nasa’1 also reports this via Haram ibn Hakim as follows;
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Haram ibn Hakim is thiqah in our view. Some consider him Haram ibn Mu'awiyah,
though Ibn Hajr al-'Asqalani rejects such an argument (which was forwarded by Bukhari
and Ibn Abi Hatim). Whatever the case, he is thigah. Ibn Hibban mentioned him in his
Thiqat (compilation of trustworthy narrators), Ibn Hajr declared him Thiqgah in his
Taqrib, Al-"jI1 also declared him thigah. Haafith Shu'ayb Al Arna'ut agreed with Ibn Hajr
by remaining Silent upon his entry in Taqrib. Ibn Hajr Al-'Asqalani reports in his
Tahthib At-Tahthib, "And the Huffath (masters in hadith) have recorded from Ad-
Daraqutni that he declared Haram ibn Hakim thiqah!"

Note here that Ibn Hazm in his Muhalla declared him dha'if (weak). Interestingly enough



Ibn Hajr responds briefly by stating, "lbn Hazm declared him weak in his Muhalla
without mustanid (reference)!"

2) Mak-hiil Ash-Shami

Notice that Imam Al-Bayhaqt reports this also from Mak-hiil from Nafi’ ibn Mahmid as
reported above. Imam Ad-Daraqutni reports this chain through Mak-hiil in his Sunan as
follows;
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After reporting this hadith Imam Ad-Daraqutni states, <& alS Kulluhum Thigat (all of

the reporters are trustworthy). Mak-hiil Ash-Shami, according to Ibn Hajr Al-‘Aqalani in
his Taqrib is ‘Thiqah (highly trustworthy), Faqth (jurist), has a lot of Irsal (disconnection
in the chains), mash-har (well-known).” Imam Al-Awza’1, Al-‘Ijli, and others declared
him thigah.

3) Hizam ibn Hakim

This hadith is also reported from Hizam ibn Hakim, as recorded by Imam Al-Bayhaqi as
follows;
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Hizam ibn Hakim according to Ibn Hajr Al-Asqalani in his taqrib is “Magbil (lit.
acceptable)”. Magbil refers to the reporter having few ahadith, yet no jar-h (criticism) is
upon him. In such case witnessing (or following up) reports are needed to strengthen the
narration or it will be weak. Ibn Hibban records him in his masterpiece “Ath-Thigat”.

Two thigah reporters, Haram ibn Hakim and Mak-htil Ash-Shami, and one Magbiil
reporter, Hizam ibn Hakim, report from Nafi’ ibn Mahmud. According to the conditions
of Imam Al-Bayhaqi, Ad-Daraqutni, Ibn Hibban, Imam An-Nawawi, Ibn Abdul-Barr,
Imam Al-Qastalani, Imam Al-Bazzar, Imam Abt Hanifah and others.

The following excerpt from other research | have done shall assist the seeker of
knowledge in this endeavor insha’ Allah.

“As-Sakhawt said in his Fat-hul Mughith ‘Ad-Daraqutni said,

“Whoever has two thiqah people report from them, that results in the lifting of his
not being known (jahalah), and establishes for him ‘Adalah (probity).”

He also quotes Ibn Abdul Barr as saying in his Istithkar, “Whoever has three, and
it is said two, thigah reporters report from him then he is not Majhtl (unknown).”

Ibn Salah also mentions in his Muqaddimah, “The transmitter whose indentity is
unknown: Those who do not accept the relation of a transmitter whose identity is
unknown DO SOMETIMES accept the RELATION OF A TRANSMITTER
WHOSE INTERGRITY IS UNKNOWN. Someone whom TWO UPRIGHT
NARRATORS relate hadith from and identify (that is, name) is not considered
unknown in this sense. In response to some questions he was asked, Abu Bakr Al
Khatib Al-Baghdadi said, ‘In the view of the scholars of hadith an unknown
transmitter is everyone whom the scholars do not know and whose hadith are only
from the line of a SINGLE student...”

Imam Al-Qastalani writes in his Irshad As-Sar1, “And the Jahalah is raised from a
transmitter if two thigah known for knowledge report from him, and all of his
Sahabah have ‘adalah”.” He continues to say that Ibn As-Salah considered the
correct opinion to be that he is not Mastar if two well known narrators take from
him.

For easy understanding I shall quote for you Muhammad Hashim Kamali
explaining the Majhul Al Hal & Mastir,



1) “Majhiil Al hal: Whose integrity is unknown, but there is nothing negative
about him. As a general rule , obscurity (jahala) is over ruled when two upright
individuals are known to have accepted the report of one who would otherwise be
classified as Majhiil al Hal. The word mastur is occasionally employed as an
equivalent.”

[Page 89 of “A Textbook of hadith Studies”.]

Imam An-Nawawi also accepted the utilization of the Mastiir reporter in his
Al-Majmu’ Sharh al Muhadhdhab (9/34):

When discussing a narration he states, “And so Abii Ya’ala al Mawsiili
reported it in his Musnad with a Sahih isnad, except that one man in [the
chain] is Mastiir, and what is correct is that it is permitted (jawaz) to use as
proof the narration of the Mastir.”

Ibn Al Mawwaq said,

“Secondly: There is disagreement amongst Ahlul hadith and the fuquha, and it is
forwarded by the majority of the people of Hadith that they accepted the reports
and sought proof with them (i.e. from the masttr). From them Al Bazzar and Ad-
Daraqutni, and Al Bazzar wrote it in his Kitab Al Ashrabah and from the benefits
‘That whomever has two thiqah reporters transmit from them, their jahalah is
lifted, and the likes of this is also reported by Ad-Daraqutni in his Ad-Diyyat
from his Sunan.”

Mullah ‘Ali Al-Qarf states in his Sharh of Nukhbat Al-Fikr,

“And a group (of the scholars) accepted the reports of the Mastir, from the Abi
Hanifah (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu), bi’asr dun al ‘asr, without restriction...this was
mentioned by As-Sakhawi. And Ibn Hibban chose this opinion, following Imam
Al-*Atham, as long as there is no jarh (criticism) upon them.”

Imam Al-Bayhaqi concluded in his Sunan Al-Kubra, “this narration is Sahih and has
shawahid (witnessing reports) for it.” As we stated before, Imam Ad-Daraqutni also
declared it authentic.

Proof 3:

A witnessing report for this is what is also reported via Mak-hiil from Mahmud ibn Ar-
Rab1’ from ‘Ubadah ibn As-Samit as follows,
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‘Ubadah ibn As-Samit (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) said, ‘I prayed behind the Nabi
(Sallallahu 'alayhi wa Sallam) the morning prayer, and reciting was difficult upon him.
When he finished he turned to us and said, “I see that you recite behind your Imam!”
They said, “Yes we do oh Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa Sallam)!” He said,
“Do not do so except when reciting the Mother of the Book (Umm-Al-Kitab, i.e. fatihah),
for verily there is no Salah for the one who does not recite it.”

This hadith was declared Sahih by Ad-Daraqutni, reported by Ibn Hibban in his Sahth
and elsewnhere.

Proof 4:

From the witnessing reports is what is reported by Imam Ahmad:
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From the way of Khalid Al-Hitha’ from Abi Qilabah from Muhammad ibn AbT ‘A’ishah
from ‘a man from amongst the Sahabah of the Nabi (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa Sallam) who
said that Rasiilullah (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa Sallam) said, “Is it that you recite while your
Imam is reciting? They said, “Verily we do so.” He (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa Sallam) said,
“Do not do so! Except when one of you recited Fatihatul-Kitab.” This is reported in the
Musnad 4/236. Al-Haythami states in his Majma’ Az-Zawa’id, “Its men are the men of
the Sahth!” [2/114] Al-Hafith ibn Hajr stated, “Its chain is Hasan.” Shaykh Shu’ayb Al-



Arna’ut in his Ta’liq states, “Its chain is Sahth. (18090)” and Imam Al-Bayhaqf states,
“Yia 3l )3 This chain is Jayyid (good).”

Ibn Hibban reports this hadith from the chain of Abii Ayytib from Abi1 Qilabah from Anas
(#1841). However, the stronger report is the first one mentioned. Al-Bayhadf states that
the report of Ab1 Qilabah is not Mah-fiith (preserved) due to probable tadlis from
Muhammad ibn Is-haq.

Proof 5:

Ibn Hibban reports from the hadith of Anas ibn Malik that Rastlullah (Sallallahu 'alayhi
wa Sallam) said,

“Do you recite in your Salah behind the Imam while the Imam is reciting? Do not
do so! Rather, each of you should recite to yourselves.”

This hadith is also reported by Imam At-Tabarani in his Al-Awsat (2680), as well as
Imam Al-Bayhaqr’s Al-Kubra 2/166. Imam Al-Haythami says in his Majma’ Az-
Zawa’id, “Its men are thigat.” (2/113) Abdur-Razzaq reports in his Musannaf from Abi
Qilabah in mursal form (2765).

Proof 6:

Malik informed us: “Al-‘Ala’ ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Ya’qib, the mawla of al-Huragah
informed me that he heard Abu’s-Sa’ib, the mawla of Hisham ibn Zuhrah, say, ‘I heard
Abt Hurayrah say, “I heard the Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa Sallam) say,
‘Whoever prays a prayer in which he does not recite the Opening of the Book, then it is
defective (khidaj), it is defective, it is defective, incomplete (ghayr tamam).”” [Abu’s-
Sa’ib] said, ‘I said, “Abtu Hurayrah, sometimes I will be behind the imam.” So he
squeezed my forearm and said, “O Persian, recite it to yourself...”

[See the late release of the Muwatta’ of Imam Muhammad published by Turath

Publishing. Page 83-84 number 114. It is a Sahih hadith as said by Al-Hafith Shu’ayb Al-
Arna’it in his Ta’liq of the Musnad]

Proof 7:



Another report brought forth by the Shafi’1’s is what is reported from ‘Umar ibn Al
Khattab,
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“Yazid ibn Sharik said that he asked ‘Umar regarding the recitation behind the Imam. He
commanded us to recite.” Yazid said, “Even in the aloud (salah)?” ‘Umar said, “Even in

the aloud Salah”. Ad-Daraqutni states after this narration, zwsaa sl 13 (this chain is
Sahth).

It has many supporting chains and narrations as well.
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The above chain adds to it Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Muntashir from Al-Harith ibn
Suwayd from Yazid ibn Sharik.
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Imam Al-Bayhaqi adds this chain and says, “And for Ibrahim (ibn al-muntashir) is

another chain.” He adds; ‘Ibrahim ibn Al-Muntashir saying | heard my father saying that
I heard ‘Abayat Rajulan from Bani Tamim saying he heard ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab...”



Proof 8 from “Ali ibn Abi Talib:
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From ‘Ubaydullah ibn Ab1 Rafi’ from ‘Alt ibn Ab1 Talib (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) that he
would command or incite (huthth) the people to recite behind their Imam in the prayers
of Thuhr and ‘Asr in the first two raka’ah (units of prayer) the opening of the book (i.e.
fatihah), and a Siirah and in the last two raka’ah (just) the opening of the book.”

Imam Al-Bayhadqt states, “And the hearing of ‘Ubaydullah ibn Abi Raft’ from ‘Al
(Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) is established (thabit), and he was a scribe for him.” Imam Ad-

Daraqutni states after this narration from Ma’mar from Az-Zuhri above, msa i 134 4
‘And this chain is Sahth’.

A witnessing report for this narration is also reported by Imam Ad-Daraqutni as follows,
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This chain goes through Shu’bah from Sufyan ibn Husayn who said, “I heard Az-Zuhri
from (‘Ubaydullah) ibn Ab1 Rafi’ from his father from ‘Ali that he would command, or
that he loved, that one recite in thuhr and ‘asr, within the first two raka’ahs (units) the
opening of the book and another stirah. In the last two raka’ahs (just) fatihatul Kitab (the
opening of the book) behind the Imam.”

After this report Imam Ad-Daraqutni states, “This chain from Shu’bah is Sahth (highly
authentic).” Imam Al-Bayhaqi disagrees stating,



“And the likes of it is reported by Abdul-‘Ala’ Ash-Shami from Ma’mar, and that
is more authentic than the report of Shu’bah where he states, ‘from his father from
CA]T, .9’

So he deemed the report of Shu’bah weaker than that of Ma’ mar’s report. This chain still
supports the first report, adding to its authenticity.

Another supporting chain for this is what is reported by Imam Al-Bayhaqi in his Sunan
Al Kubra stating,
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The difference in this chain being from Is-haq ibn Ibrahim from Yazid ibn Hartin from
Sufyan ibn Husayn from Az-ZuhrT from ‘Ubaydullah ibn Abi Rafi’ from ‘All.

After mentioning all the chains Imam Al-Bayhaq states, “And we have reported from Al
Hakam and Hammad that ‘Alt would command the people to recite behind the Imam, and
this narration is witnessing mursal report.”

Conclusion of the Reports from ‘Ali (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu):

They are Sahth as was mentioned by the earliest scholars. These ahadith prove that Imam
‘Al1 ibn Ab1 Talib (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) deemed it necessary that the follower recite
behind the Imam. This is a strong proof for the necessity of the follower reciting Fatihah
behind the Imam.

Proof 9 Ubadah ibn Samit:
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Ibrahim ibn Is-haq from Abt Salamah from Hammad from Abdullah ibn ‘Awn

from Raja’ ibn Haywah from Mahmiid ibn Rab1’ who said, “I heard ‘Ubadah ibn
As-Samit (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) reciting behind the Imam and I said to him,



“You recite behind the Imam?’ ‘Ubadah responded, “There is no Salah except
with recitation (of fatihah).”

All of the men of this chain are thigat and this athar is Sahth. Furthermore similar is
reported by Imam Al-Bayhaqi via another chain from ‘Ubadah ibn As-Samit (Radhiya
Allahu 'Anhu) as follows,
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From ‘Al ibn Al Ja’ad from Shu’bah from Muslim Abi Nadr who said, ‘I heard
Hamlah ibn Abdir Rahman narrating from ‘Ubadah ibn As-Samit that he saw a
man not completing his ruki’ (bowing) and his sujiid (prostration). So he went to
him and took him by the hand saying, ‘Do not imitate this or its likes! Verily there
is no Salah except with (reciting) the mother of the book (i.e. fatihah). So if you
are behind the Imam recite to yourself, and if you are by yourself recite loud

enough for your ears to hear it. Also, do not harm those who are on your right or
on your left.”

Imam Al-Bayhaq states after this athar in his Sunan, “And Muslim (Abi Nadr) is Muslim

ibn ‘Abdullah Al-‘AkkT Ash-Shami. And the Madh-hab (school) of ‘Ubadah regarding
this issue is well known.”

Note: | could not find an entry for Hamlah ibn Abdir-Rahman.

Proof 10 Ubayy ibn Ka’ab:
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Muhammad ibn Mukhallid from Ibrahim ibn Muhammad Al-‘Atiq from Is-haq Ar-Razi
from Abi Ja’far Ar-Razi from Ab1 Sinan from Abdullah ibn Abi Huthayl who said, “I
asked Ubayy ibn Ka’ab, ‘Does one recite behind the Imam?” He said, “Yes!”

Proof 11 Abdullah ibn Mas’ud:
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Ahmad ibn Al-Mubarak Al-Mustamli from ‘Al ibn Hujr from Sharik from
Ash’ath ibn Sulaym from Abdillah ibn Ziyad Al-Asadi who said, “I prayed beside
Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) behind the Imam and I heard him
reciting in Thuhr and ‘Asr.”

This is reported by Imam Al-Bayhaqt in his Sunan.

Proof 12 Mu’ath ibn Jabal:
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Abii Dawiid from Shu’bah from Abil Fayd who said I heard Aba Shaybah Al-
MahrT saying that a man asked Mu’ath ibn Jabal about reciting behind the Imam
and he said, “When (the Imam) recites, then you recite the opening of the book
and Qul Huwa Allahu Ahad (say He is Allah the Unique). And if you can not hear
recite, to yourself and do not disturb whoever is to your right or your left.”

Proof 13 Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas:
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From Bishr ibn Musa from Humaydi from Waki” who narrated to him from Isma’il ibn
Ab1 Khalid from Al-‘Ayzar ibn Al-Hurayth from Ibn ‘Abbas who said, “Recite behind
the Imam with the opening of the book.”

Also reported via Ibn ‘Arafah from Ibn ‘Ulayyah from Layth from ‘Ata’ from Ibn ‘Abbas

who said, “Do not abandon reciting fatihatul Kitab in every raka’ah behind the Imam,
aloud or not aloud.”

Both are reported this way from Imam Al-Bayhaqi in his Sunan Al-Kubra.

Proof 14 from Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn Al Khattab:
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From ‘Abdul Malik ibn Muhammad from Abul Walid from Shu’bah from Mansir from

Mujahid who said, “I heard Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) and Ibn ‘Utbah
reciting behind the Imam.”

Al Bayhaqt said, “It is also reported from Layth ibn Abi Sulaym from Mujahid from Ibn
‘Umar with the same meaning.”

Proof 15 Abdullah ibn ‘Amrii ibn Al-‘As
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From Ahmad ibn Najdah from Sa’id ibn Mansiir from Hushaym from Husayn who said,

“I prayed beside ‘Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah ibn ‘Utbah and I heard him reciting
behind the Imam, so I went to Mujahid and mentioned that to him. Mujahid said,
“I heard Abdullah ibn ‘Amrii ibn Al-‘As reciting behind the Imam in Salatuth-
Thuhr from Stirah Maryam.”

Also by way of Sa’id ibn Mas’iid from An-Nadhr ibn Shumayl from Shu’bah from
Husayn who said, “I heard Mujahid say, ‘I heard Abdullah ibn ‘Amrii ibn Al-As reciting
in Ath-Thuhr and ‘Asr behind the Imam.”

Imam Al-Bayhadqt states after this, “This chain is Sahth, just like that which came before
it.”

Proof 16 Abiid-Darda’:
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Al-Walid ibn Muslim from Al-Awza’1 from Hassan ibn ‘Atiyyah that Abad-Darda’ said,

“Do not abandon recital of Fatihatul Kitab behind the Imam, whether the aloud (salah) or
the not aloud (salah).”

This chain is Sahth as well reported by Imam Al-Bayhaqt in his Sunan.



Proof 17 Jabir ibn Abdullah:
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Sa’id ibn Yahya from Sa’id ibn ‘Amir from Shu’bah from Mis’ar from Yazid Al-Faqir
from Jabir ibn Abdullah who said, “We would recite Fatihatul Kitab and a stirah in Thuhr
and ‘Asr behind the Imam in the first two raka’ah. In the last two we would (only) recite

Fatihatul-Kitab.”

Reported by Al-Bayhaq.

Proof 18 Abii Sa’id Al-Khudri:
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From Abi Nadrah who said, I asked Aba Sa’id Al-Khudr1 (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu)
regarding recitation behind the Imam. He said, “[Recite] with Fatihatul Kitab.”

Proof 19 Hisham ibn ‘Amir
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From Al-Humaydi from Waki’ from Sulayman ibn Al Mughirah from Humayd ibn Hilal
that Hisham ibn Amir (Radhiya Allahu 'Anhu) recited, and it was said to him, “You recite

"5

behind the Imam?” He said, “Verily we do so!

Reported by Imam Al-Bayhadi in his Sunan.

Proof 20 Anas ibn Malik:

‘/JL\JJAL;‘)A)AMAH‘mwm‘fﬁ‘eju‘&hu‘&‘my‘bﬁ‘
M&:\M\uhdjﬁw\@um)”&33@\_\;&@}&@@\&
- & ew\us;”\ﬁn_,u ARG duw\u;uuu;m);we\quﬁ\
’“\)aw}‘dmm\wwyjuusn@wﬁwmng\eﬁm@
mwm\ur_ew\ug”bmuus@m}w\a\jﬂdu\;s de MO

my‘obﬁ\&\m);\ob).\;\ o).q;ua\}%}dlﬁ \w}ﬂ\uc)..aﬂ\ucwj\ﬂ\
J\ﬂ\J.\mu.tm\\_uhdhu\u.tdm\_u.n\«_a)s:uu.tdmu_uhlaabj\&ﬂ

@A\‘&)sMoJSMoF&S\ﬁje\)ﬂ\uhdM )..A.JH_\.\A;

From An-Nadr ibn Shumayl from al-‘Awwam ibn Hawshab from Thabit from Anas who
stated, “We were ordered with reciting behind the Imam.” Thabit said, “I was standing
beside Anas and he was reciting Fatihatul Kitab and a stirah from the Mufassil, and we
could hear his recitation for we took it from him.”

Imam Al-Bayhaqt states, “And this was said as reported by Ibn Khuzaymah in his book
of Qira’ah behind the Imam from Ahmad ibn Sa’id Ad-Darimi from An-Nadr from Al-
Awwam, and he said ‘he is ibn Hamzah’.” He then goes on to give another chain and
says, ‘This is what is authentic’.

Proof 21 Abdullah ibn Mughaffal:
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From Abi Dawiid from Shu’bah from Yahya ibn Abi Is-haq and Hammad ibn Salamah
and Yazid ibn Zurai’ from Yahya ibn Abi Is-haq from ‘Umar ibn Abi Suhaym who said,
‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal Al-Muzani, companion of Rasiilullah (Sallallahu 'alayhi wa
Sallam), used to teach us to recite behind the Imam in Thuhr and ‘Asr with fatihatul
Kitab and a siirah in the first two raka’ahs and fatihah (only) in the last two.”

This is also reported by Imam Al-Bayhaqt in his Sunan Al Kubra.

All of these narrations from the Sahabah are strong proof to state that it is necessary for
the one behind the Imam to recite Suratul Fatihah, for without it, one’s salah is defective
and null. And Allah Knows Best.

Visit www.seekingilm.com for more informative articles.
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